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guided " in regard to subjects that concern the Church.
The belief was soon justified.

When the first forty-six Tracts were collected into
a volume towards the end of 1834, the following
" advertisement" explaining their nature and objects
was prefixed to it. It is a contemporary and authori-
tative account of what was the mind of the leaders of
the movement; and it has a significance beyond the
occasion which prompted it.

The following- Tracts were published with the object
of contributing- something towards the practical revival of
doctrines, which, although held by the great divines of
our Church, at present have become obsolete with the
majority of her members, and are withdrawn from public
view even by the more learned and orthodox few who
still adhere to them. The Apostolic succession, the
Holy Catholic Church, were principles of action in the
minds of our predecessors of the seventeenth century;
but, in proportion as the maintenance of the Church has
been secured by law, her ministers have been under the
temptation of leaning on an arm of flesh instead of her
own divinely-provided discipline, a temptation increased
by political events and arrangements which need not
here be more than alluded to. A lamentable increase of
sectarianism has followed ; being occasioned (in addition
to other more obvious causes), first, by the cold aspect,
which the new Church doctrines have presented to the
religious sensibilities of the mind, next to their meagre-
ness in suggesting motives to restrain it from seeking
out a more influential discipline. Doubtless obedience
to the law of the land, and the careful maintenance of